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up to fifty in English'? 'Read the numbers on
the board' ; 'Is that right' ? Then easy sums are
written on the board and questions are put at
each step and rapidly answered by the boys.
Other sentences follow corresponding to certain
specific actions on the part of the teacher, for
example, 'I open the book' ; 'I write'. The
pupils watch his actions and repeat the words
after him. Thus knowledge of the word and its
meaning go hand in hand. The teacher then
proceeds to give them commands, taking care to
use only those words with which the boys have
become acquainted. Explanations in German
are given only where they are absolutely neces-
sary for making the meaning clear. After hav-
ing thus acquired practice in listening, the pupils
soon learn to express in English simple facts
relating to their immediate environment and
daily life as well as the subject-matter of such
lessons in their books as they have read in the
class. The sentences learnt by them are writ-
ten on the board in ordinary characters and not
in phonetic characters, though the use of the
phonetic chart is sometimes continued for refer-
ence. In every conversational lesson special
attention is paid to pronunciation and correct
English idiom*
The English Readers used in the lower classes
of the secondary schools in Germany are based
on two important principles. In the first place,
the various lessons deal with the surroundings and
daily life of the pupils at home and in schooL